
 
Act I — Paris, Christmas Eve 
Rodolfo, a poet, and Marcello, a painter, 
complain about the bitter December cold. They 
decide to burn Rodolfo’s latest play to keep 
warm. They are joined by their friends Colline, 
a philosopher, and Schaunard, a musician, who 
brings with him an unexpected windfall of 
food, wine, fuel and money.

Schaunard suggests they celebrate Christmas 
by going to the Latin Quarter’s Café Momus. 
But before they can leave, their landlord, 
Benoît, arrives to collect the rent. They invite 
him in, quickly devising a trick to avoid paying 
the rent. The others head to Café Momus, but 
Rodolfo decides to stay behind to finish an 
article he’s working on.

He is interrupted by Mimì, a neighbour, whose 
candle has gone out. He wants to help her but

 
 
suddenly she faints. When she revives, Rodolfo 
relights her candle and she leaves. Mimì realis-
es she has lost her key and, for a second time, 
her light goes out; Rodolfo’s candle has also 
gone out, leaving them both in darkness. Dur-
ing the search for her key, he feels how cold her 
hand is and offers to warm it in his. He tells her 
about his life and shares his dreams with her. 
In turn she tells him of her solitary existence 
as a seamstress. They declare their love for 
each other and leave for the Café Momus.

Act II — Café Momus, Latin Quarter 
The streets are bustling with revellers, shop-
pers, vendors and children. On the way to Mo-
mus Rodolfo buys Mimì a hat before nervously 
introducing her to his friends. Musetta, Mar-
cello’s ex, makes a grand entrance, followed 

by her wealthy new lover Alcindoro. Musetta 
is determined to get Marcello’s attention, and 
sings a song about her irresistible attractions. 
She sends Alcindoro away on a pretext, before 
falling into Marcello’s arms. The friends make 
a quick exit, leaving an unwitting Alcindoro to 
pay their bill.

Act III — Barrière d’Enfer 
Dawn breaks and snow falls on a chilly Feb-
ruary morning, as Mimì comes in search of 
Marcello. Mimì is overcome with coughing. 
She pours out her heart to Marcello, telling 
him how Rodolfo is making their life miserable 
with his obsessive jealousy. She asks Marcello 
to help them separate. When Rodolfo emerges 
from the inn she hides. Rodolfo confesses 
to Marcello that the real reason he wants to 
leave is that, because of his poverty which has 
brought on her sickness, Mimì is dying. Now 
he is consumed with guilt. Mimì overhears and 
cries out which forces Rodolfo to comfort her. 
They decide to wait until spring arrives to part.

Act IV 
Marcello and Rodolfo try to work, but both are 
depressed and out of sorts. When Schaunard and 
Colline arrive with a meagre supper, they decide 
to make the best of things. Just as their fun is 
getting going, Musetta bursts in. Mimì is with 
her; she has left her rich lover and is dying. The 
friends leave to buy medicine and find a doctor. 
Left alone, Mimì and Rodolfo reaffirm their 
love. The others return and, in the confusion 
of sorrow and concern, Mimì dies, unnoticed. 
Grief-stricken, Rodolfo cries out her name.
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