
Running time: 2 hours and 30 minutes,  
including a 20-minute interval.

by William Shakespeare 

Coming soon

Visit our website at ntlive.com to find  
the next broadcast or screening near you

Emilia Clarke (Game of Thrones) makes  
her West End debut in this 21st-century 
retelling of Anton Chekhov’s tale of love 
and loneliness.

HHHHH
‘A brutally beautiful production’
The i

A rollicking new comedy from the writer 
of One Man, Two Guvnors. With a cast 
featuring Caroline Quentin, Laurie Davidson, 
and Kelvin Fletcher.  

HHHHH
‘An enormously loveable show’
Sunday Times

by Anton Chekhov, in a version by Anya Reiss
directed by Jamie Lloyd
From the Jamie Lloyd Company

In cinemas 3 November 

by Richard Bean and Oliver Chris
based on Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s The Rivals
From the National Theatre

In cinemas 6 October 

Cast

The Family 

Antonia    Wendy Kweh  

Leonato    Rufus Wright 

Hero   Ioanna Kimbook

Beatrice  Katherine Parkinson 

 

Soldiers
Don Pedro  Ashley Zhangazha 

Benedick  John Heffernan

Claudio Eben Figueiredo 

Don John  David Judge 

Conrade  Ewan Miller 

The Hotel 
Ursula   Celeste Dodwell  

Borachio  Brandon Grace  

Margaret   Phoebe Horn

Balthazar   Kiren Kebaili-Dwyer  

Lorenzo  Ashley Gillard  

Dogberry  David Fynn

Verges  Nick Harris 

Georgina Seacole  Olivia Forrest

Hugh Oatcake  Al Coppola 

Valentino / Friar Francis  Mateo Oxley 

Volpe Puzo  Marcia Lecky 

Hotel Band 
Music Director / Guitars  Dario Rossetti-Bonell  

Upright Bass /  

Acoustic Bass Guitar  Nicki Davenport 

Kit  Shane Forbes

Trumpet / Flugelhorn  Steve Pretty

Woodwind  Jessamy Holder

Production Team 

Director  Simon Godwin  

Set Designer  Anna Fleischle 

Costume Designer  Evie Gurney 

Lighting Designer  Lucy Carter  

Movement Director  Coral Messam

Composer  Michael Bruce 

Sound Designer  Christopher Shutt 

Fight Director  Kate Waters 

Broadcast Team 

Director For Screen  Robin Lough 

Technical Producer  Christopher C. Bretnall  

Lighting Director  Bernie Davis

Sound Supervisor  Conrad Fletcher 

Script Supervisor   Laura Vine 

There’s a witch hunt beginning in Arthur 
Miller’s captivating parable of power and its 
abuse. Lyndsey Turner directs Erin Doherty 
(The Crown) in this urgent new staging.

by Arthur Miller
From the National Theatre

In cinemas 26 January 



Discipline and Example: Much Ado’s Comedy in Context
Excerpt by writer Anjna Chouhan from the Much Ado About Nothing programme.

Much Ado About Nothing is, broadly 
speaking, about worlds colliding: across the 
social hierarchy, the sexes, generations and 
even cultures. It’s also about direction and 
misdirection, hearing and mishearing, 
romance and resentment, the difference 
between literary wooing and real-life 
relationships, and there’s some comedy  
in it too for good measure. 
 
The play sits in the early middle portion  
of Shakespeare’s career, building on the 
structure of early comedies, developing  
the style and language into plots with more 
sophistication, and a nod towards the 
subversion encountered in later comedies 
like Measure for Measure and Cymbeline.  
It retains the spirit of earlier comedies, 
toying with audience expectations about 
romance, with Beatrice and Benedick 
defiantly wooing one another in witty prose, 

and Claudio failing to woo Hero by any 
stretch of the imagination.  
 
By the same token, themes that crop up in 
later plays in more disturbing situations are 
percolating in this middle comedy: Claudio’s 
rejection of Hero at the altar, masterminded 
by Don John, might bring to mind Othello’s 
sexual jealousy of Desdemona, and 
Posthumous’ eagerness to believe in 
Imogen’s infidelity in Cymbeline. In each 
case, a Don John-like figure skulks in the 
wings to destroy a woman’s reputation and, 
by extension, a man’s honour. 
 
In early modern theatrical terms, Much Ado 
is structurally a comedy: it moves from 
confusion to resolution by way of 
matrimony; but is it a comedy as we 
understand the genre today? The answer,  
to quote Benedick, is enigmatical.  

National Theatre Live

Join in
Use #MuchAdoAboutNothing and be a 
part of the conversation online.

/ntlive          

@ntlive

Feedback
Share your thoughts in our short 
online survey to enter into a 
prize draw to win £100.

ntlive.com/feedback

We hope you enjoy your National Theatre 
Live screening. We make every attempt to 
replicate the theatre experience as closely 
as possible for your enjoyment.  
 

Please do let us know your thoughts through 
our channels listed below or approach the 
cinema manager to share your thoughts.

Enjoy the show

Connect with us

Explore
Go behind the scenes of Much Ado About 
Nothing and learn more about how our 
broadcasts happen on our website.

ntlive.com

Never miss out
Get the latest news from National Theatre 
Live straight to your inbox.

ntlive.com/signup        

Did you know?

have watched a National Theatre Live 
screening since 2009

Over

10.7
 million people

National Theatre Live distributes
world-class theatre straight from stages
across the United Kingdom to cinema
screens around the world.

Working with the best of British
theatre companies and producers,
we simultaneously broadcast live theatre
to cinemas in the UK, Europe and
sometimes North America, as well as
capturing the live performance for  
encore screenings in other territories.

Our live broadcasts and screenings
have been seen by over 10.7 million people
in 2,500 cinemas in 65 countries since
we launched in 2009. 

ntlive.com
facebook.com/ntlive
@ntlive

National Theatre

At the National Theatre we make world-class 
theatre, and we make it for everyone. 
 
We stage over 20 productions at our South 
Bank home in London each year. Our 
programme is broad and inclusive, appealing 
to the widest possible audiences with new 
plays, musicals, reimagined classics and work 
for young audiences. Our work is also seen 
in London’s West End, on tour across the 
UK and internationally, and through National 
Theatre Live broadcasts and screenings to 
cinemas around the world. 
 
Whether you’ve seen our work many times or 
are joining us for the first time, we hope you 
will be entertained, challenged and inspired. 
 
nationaltheatre.org.uk 
facebook.com/nationaltheatre 
@nationaltheatre 


